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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Urban  District  of  Worsiey , 

For  the  Year  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Worsiey 
Urban  District  Council. 

2nd  May,  1921. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  lay  before  you  my  Twenty-Sixth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for  the  year 
1920.  I  am  proud  to  be  in  the  position  to  present  to  you  a  Report 
which  beats  all  records.  'The  total  Death  Rate,  and  that  of  children 
under  one  year,  are  both  much  below  the  previous  records.  The 
Epidemic  Death  Rate  and  the  Phthisis  Death  Rate  are  amongst  the 
lowest;  there  is  only  one  death  from  Diarrhcea,  and  Influenza  only  caused 
a  fifth  of  the  deaths  which  it  caused  in  the  previous  year.  Lung  diseases 
ether  than  Phthisis  are  rather  more,  whilst  Cancer  and  Organic  Heart 
Disease  remain  stationary. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  5,354  acres,  and  the  population  as 
ascertained  by  the  census  in  April,  1911,  13,933,  averaging  2'5  persons 
per  acre.  The  average  for  the  Urban  Districts  in  the  County  is  3’59. 

Population  in  Wards  and  rate  of  increase  compared  with  1901: — 


1911 

1901 

Increase 

Rate  per  100 

North  Ward 

...  3894 

...  3630 

...  264 

...  7*3 

Central  W ard  . . . 

...  3156 

...  2771 

...  385 

...  139 

East  Ward 

...  3035 

...  2537 

...  498 

...  19-6 

Worsiey  Ward  ... 

...  2354 

...  2062 

...  292 

...  141 

Boothstown  Ward 

...  1494 

...  1446 

...  41 

...  3-3 

Whole  District... 

...  13933 

...  12446 

...  1487 

...  11-9 

11*9  for  whole  district  compares  with  10*9  for  England  and  Wales. 
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The  Births  registered  in  and  belonging  to  the  district  numbered 
268,  58  more  than  the  previous  year;  the  rate  is  17.8  per  1000,  compared 
with  13-9  for  the  previous  year  and  17'6  for  the years.  England  and 
Wales  for  1920  was  25*4  For  the  year  1890  the  rate  for  Worsley  was  80. 


The  Birth  Rate  for  each  Ward  is  as  follows:  — 


North  Ward  .. 

Population 

.  4178  ... 

1920 

18-2  ... 

1919 

16-5 

1918 

...  16 

1917 

...  17-5 

1916 

...  17-7 

Central  . 

.  3433  ... 

18-3  ... 

13-1 

...  13-6 

...  13-2 

..  18-3 

East  . 

.  3304  ... 

16-6  ... 

13 

...  13-7 

...  13-3 

...  16-1 

Worsley . 

.  2536  ... 

15-8  ... 

7-5 

...  11  2 

...  8 

...  11-7 

Boothstown 

.  1577  ... 

21-5  ... 

15  1 

...  17-3 

...  25-4 

...  267 

Whole  District 

15028  ... 

17-8  ... 

13  9 

..  14-3 

...  13-3 

...  17*4 

Boothstown,  with  the  exception  of  1919,  has  always  headed  the  list 
with  the  highest  Birth  Rate.  Of  the  268.  118  were  males,  135  females; 
252  were  legitimate  and  16  illegitimate — the  highest  number  of  the  latter 
ever  recorded. 

The  Deaths  numbered  160,  44  less  than  the  previous  year, 
including  22  which  occurred  outside  but  belonging  to  the  district,  and 
excluding  4  registered  in  the  district,  but  not  of  it.  84  were  males  and 
76  females.  1'he  rate  per  1,000  was  10-65,  compared  with  14T  for  the 
previous  year  and  12-7  for  the  ten  years.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  same  year  was  12*4,  so  that  our  rate  is  2-1  below  that  of 
the  country. 


WORSLEY. 

B 

irth  rate. 

Per  1000  of  Population. 

Epidemic 
Death  rate.  Death  rate. 

Phthisis 
Death  rate. 

Rate  of  Deaths 
under  1  year 
to  1000  Births 

1920  . 

17-8  ... 

10-6  ... 

019  .. 

.  0-53 

67 

1919 . 

13-9  ... 

1  ‘41  ... 

0Y3  .. 

.  048 

...  109 

Mean  of  10  years-1910-1919 

17-6  ... 

12-7  ... 

087  .. 

.  0  60 

...  106 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  1920 
on  Previous  Year 

+  39  ... 

-3-5  ... 

+  0-06  .. 

.  a  0-05 

...  -42 

Ten  Years’  Average  ... 

+  02  ... 

-2-1  ... 

-0-68  .. 

.  -0-07 

...  -39 

The  Death  Rate 

nr  each  of  the  Wards  was  as  follows 

:  — 

Population 

1920 

1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 

North  Ward  ...  4175 

...  11*5 

...  11-4 

...  14-6 

...  12-2 

...  11-7 

Central  .  3433 

...  12-2 

...  14 

...  12-1 

...  15-3 

...  13-1 

East  .  3304 

...  10 

...  17-4 

...  14-3 

...  10-3 

...  13-4 

Worsley .  2536 

...  10-6 

...  11-9 

...  144 

...  14-1 

...  15 

Boothstown  ...  1577 

...  5-8 

...  14-1 

...  14  5 

...  13-2 

...  15-3 

Whole  District  15025  ..  10-65  ...  14*2  ...  14-5  ...  13*2  ...11-26 
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Boothstown’s  low  Death  Rate  is  largely  due  to  the  absence  of 
Summer  Diarrhoea  and  to  the  small  percentage  of  loss  of  children  under 
one  year.  It  is  the  lowest  rate  recorded  for  that  Ward,  and  the  lowest 
Death  Rate  and  highest  Birth  Rate  of  the  Wards, 

Infantile  Mortality .  — 18  children  under  one  year  of  age 
died  during  the  year,  so  that  for  every  1,000  births  registered  67  died 
before  attaining  the  age  of  one  year.  The  rate  for  1919  was  71  per  1,000, 
v7hich  was  the  record  up  to  that  time. 

In  the  year  1890  ...  the  rate  was  160  per  1,000  born. 

In  the  10  years  1897-1906  ,,  ,,  137  ,,  ,,  ,, 

„  „  1907-1916  „  „  115  „  „ 

England  and  Wales,  1920  ,,  ,,  80  ,,  ,,  ,, 

I  see  credit  is  being  taken  in  high  places  for  this  gradual  decrease, 
but  I  fear  too  little  notice  is  taken  of  climatic  conditions,  for  as  surely  as 
a  hot  dry  summer  comes  will  Diarrhoea  set  in  and  spoil  all  our  records 
1920  was  a  cold  wet  year,  hence  no  Diarrhoea. 

The  rate  for  the  Wards  is  as  follows North  68,  Central  47, 
East  109,  Worsley  none,  Boothstown  88. 

Ten  of  the  18  deaths  were  under  one  month. 

Three  were  over  one  and  under  three  months. 


One  was  ,, 

Pour  were  ,, 

The  following 

three 

six 

Table 

) ) 

>  > 

gives 

six 

twelve  ,, 

the  number 

of  Deaths 

from  the 

principal  causes  : — 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1920 

1 

1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 

•  •  •  — — — 

1915 

•  •  «  — — 

Measles 

..  1 

...  1 

.  •  * 

0  ... 

3 

...  0 

...  6 

Phthisis 

..  8 

...  6 

17  ... 

8 

...  9 

...  5 

Other  Tuberculosis. 

1 

...  2 

4  ... 

3 

...  3 

...  4 

Cancer 

..  15 

...  14 

12  ... 

13 

...  11 

...  9 

Organic  Heart 

..  16 

...  16 

17  ... 

9 

...  18 

...  14 

Bronchitis  ... 

..  14 

...  27 

15  ... 

25 

...  24 

...  26 

Pneumonia  ... 

..  12 

...  22 

14  ... 

8 

...  9 

...  19 

Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis  1 

. . .  — 

1  ... 

1 

...  2 

...  6 

Congenital  Defects. 

..  8 

...  12 

7  ... 

5 

...  13 

...  12 

Influenza 

..  5 

...  26 

... 

44  ... 

6 

...  6 

0 
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Measles  is  no  longer  a  notifiable  disease,  but  owing  to  it  causing 
an  absence  of  more  than  50%  of  the  children  attending  Boothstown  C.E. 
Infants’  School  the  School  was  ordered  to  be  closed  from  April  26th  to 
June  1st.  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  104  times.  This  is  above  the 
average  number.  It  affected  the  whole  district,  but  never  in  such  numbers 
as  to  require  any  closing  of  Schools.  Diphtheria  was  notified  13  times. 
Influenza  caused  five  deaths,  but  there  was  no  epidemic. 

Table  showing  ANNUAL  DEATH  RATES  for  1916,  1917,  1918,  1919  and 
1920— and  the  ANNUAL  AYERAGE  DEATH  RATE  for  the  five  years’  periods 
-1871-1875,  1876-1880,  1880-1885,  1888-1890,  1891-1895,  1896-1900,  1901-1905, 
1906-1910,  and  1911-1915  from  all  causes,  the  Principal  Infectious  Diseases 
notified,  Diarrhoea,  Phthisis,  and  Lung  Diseases. 


All 

Causes. 

Principal 

Infectious 

Diseases 

Notified. 

Diarrhoea. 

Phthisis. 

Lung 
Diseases, 
exclusive  of 
Phthisis. 

1871-1875  ... 

22*7 

4*1 

1- 

1-8 

4-4 

1876-1880  ... 

21  5 

3-9 

•8 

1-4 

5*2 

1881-1885  ... 

17-7 

1-7 

•8 

1-4 

4-2 

1886-1890  ... 

17*4 

1-2 

•8 

1-2 

4-4 

1891-1895  ... 

17-1 

1-7 

•7 

•8 

3-6 

1896-1900  ... 

14*6 

•7 

•9 

1- 

2-5 

1901-1905  ... 

14*8 

1-3 

•6  * 

•9 

2-9 

1906-1910  ... 

13T 

•9 

•5 

•8 

2-5 

1911-1915  ... 

12*4 

•7 

•3 

•5 

2-4 

1916  ... 

13-5 

0-8 

•05 

•7 

2-4 

1917  ... 

13-02 

•8 

•08 

•6 

2*9 

1918  .  . 

14*5 

•53 

•08 

1-29 

2*2 

1919  ... 

14-1 

•13 

— 

■48 

3-4 

1920  ..: 

10-6 

•19 

•06 

•53 

5*5 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.—1 Three  Schemes 
providing  for  325  Houses  have  been  adopted.  118  are  in  course  of 
erection;  none  are  completed. 

The  Inspections  under  this  Act  numbered  240.  There  is  an 
urgent  need  for  more  houses.  Fresh  cases  of  overcrowding  are  frequently 
brought  to  notice.  Closet  conversions  numbered  10,  but  164  notices  to 
convert  have  been  served  and  not  completed.  Many  have  been  held 
back  owing  to  Bolton  Corporation  imposing  such  condition  as  your 
Committee  considered  unreasonable,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  been 
appealed  to. 


/ 


I  he  agreement  with  Salford  Corporation  for  treatment  of  ordinary 
infectious  diseases  expires  during  this  year,  but  fresh  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Corporation  for  another  twelve  months. 

Statistics  relating  to  conditions  of  Slaughter-houses,  Dairies,  Cow¬ 
sheds  and  Milk  Shops,  and  relating  to  Factories  and  Workshops,  will  be 
found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  herewith  attached. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Inspector  and  Assistant  Inspector  for 
their  valuable  assistance,  and  for  their  help  in  getting  details  of  the 
work  done. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  truly, 

R.  SAYERS,  M.O.H. 


WORSLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare s  1920 . 

The  care  of  the  children  in  the  Worsley  Urban  District  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Council.  One  of  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  devotes  part  of  his 
time  in  this  district,  and  one  of  the  County  Health  Visitors  devotes  the  whole  of 
her  time.  In  addition,  Dr.  Scowbie  attends  the  Worsley  Child  Welfare  Centre 
every  Wednesday  from  3  to  4  p.m. 

Two  distinct  sets  of  Acts  of  Parliament  and  two  distinct  Government 
Departments  deal  with  children  in  England;  the  Education  Acts  and  the  Board  of 
Education  deal  with  children  of  school  age,  while  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Acts  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  deal  with  children  under  the  age  of  five  years.  In 
the  Area  for  which  the  Lancashire  County  Council  is  responsible,  however,  a  fusion 
of  these  two  forms  of  Public  Health  activity  has  taken  place,  and  the  care  of 
children  from  birth  until  they  leave  school  is  undertaken  by  one  department  and  by 
a  single  set  of  doctors  and  nurses.  In  this  way  there  is  no  overlapping  of  activity 
and  no  confusion  of  duties,  and  the  work  is  carried  on  in  a  much  more  efficient  and 
economical  fashion.  When  a  child  goes  to  school  he  is  still  looked  after  by  the 
same  Doctor  and  Nurse  who  looked  after  him  when  he  was  a  young  child;  and  when 
the  Nurse  goes  to  a  home  she  is  able  to  give  advice  or  help  to  all  children,  whatever 
their  age,  without  having  to  advise  the  parents  to  call  in  a  different  nurse  to  attend 
to  the  children  of  a  different  age.  All  the  forms  of  treatment  which  are  provided 
by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  are  available  for  both  school  children  and  for 
children  under  school  age. 

The  exact  method  of  working  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Council.  Under  the 
Notification  of  Births  Acts  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  receives 
notifications  of  all  the  births  which  take  place  within  the  area  of  the  County  Council; 
a  list  of  all  the  births  which  take  place  within  her  own  district  is  sent  each  week  to 
the  County  Health  Visitor.  As  soon  as  she  can,  the  Health  Visitor,  who  is  always 
a  fully  trained  nurse,  with  special  experience  of  babies  and  children,  visits  the  homes 
of  these  newly-born  babies  and  gives  advice  and  assistance  to  the  mothers  on  the 
proper  way  to  feed,  clothe,  and  bring  up  their  babies.  The  number  of  visits  which 
the  H  ealth  Visitor  makes  to  a  home  depends  on  circumstances;  a  weakly,  ailing 
baby  may  be  visited  several  times  a  week,  while  a  monthly  visit  may  be  -quite 
sufficient  for  a  strong  thriving  baby.  All  mothers  who  live  within  a  convenient 
distance  of  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  are  invited  to  bring  their  children  there  regularly 
for  advice,  and,  if  necessary,  to  consult  with  the  Medical  Officer. 

In  the  district  of  Worsley  two  Child  Welfare  Centres  have  been  established. 
One  Centre  meets  at  the  Court  House,  Worsley,  every  Wednesday  from  3  to  4  p.m., 
and  the  other  Centre  meets  at  the  Town  Hall,  Walkden,  every  Thursday  from  2-30 
to  4  p  m.  At  each  of  these  Centres  there  is  a  voluntary  Committee  of  ladies  who 
are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  children,  and  who  very  kindly  provide  tea  for  the 
mothers  and  assist  in  the  general  work  of  the  Centre.  At  the  Centres  the  babies  are 
weighed  regularly,  and  advice  is  given  to  the  mothers  by  the  doctor  and  nurse. 
Little  talks  and  lectures  and/  demonstrations  are  given  each  week  to  the  mothers  by 
both  the  doctor  and  the  nurse.  A  great  amount  of  good  has  been  done  in  this  way, 
and  the  general  raising  of  the  standard  of  mothercraft,  the  wider  diffusion  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  health,  and  the  constant  insistence  on  “prevention  being 
better  than  cure,”  will  all  in  course  of  time  tend  to  make  a  healthier  and  better 
community. 

In  addition  to  the  advice  and  the  demonstrations  given  at  the  Centres, 
practical  help  in  the  shape  of  dried  milk  powder,  chiefly  Glaxo,  Cow  and  Gate,  and 
Virol,  are  supplied  at  cost  price,  less  than  cost  price,  or  free,  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  family.  The  supply  of  these  several  articles  is  hedged  in 
within  restrictions  so  as  to  guard  against  abuse.  The  instruction  and  advice  are 
regarded  as  of  much  more  ultimate  importance  than  the  supplying  of  articles  of  food 
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or  clothing.  None  of  these  articles  are  supplied  unless  they  are  actually  ordered  and 
approved  for  each  individual  child  by  the  doctor  and  the  nurse  at  the  Centre,  and 
even  then  they  are  supplied  only  if  the  mother  obeys  the  instructions  of  the  doctor 
and  nurse  in  regard  to  the  feeding  and  upbringing  of  their  children,  and,  where 
possible,  brings  the  baby  regularly  to  the  Centre.  For  example,  a  supply  of  Glaxo 
will  not  be  granted  to  a  mother  who  is  able  to  breast-feed  her  baby  unless  it  is  to 
enable  her  to  continue  the  breast-feeding;  it  will  not  be  granted  to  a  mother  who  is 
able  to  procure  good  cow’s  milk  where  she  cannot  suckle  her  baby.  In  every  case 
in  which  anything  is  supplied  at  less  than  cost  price  a  careful  investigation  is 
previously  made  into  the  economic  circumstances  of  the  family. 

Somewhat  similar  arrangements  have  been  made  for  supplying  fresh  milk  in 
the  district.  After  investigation  of  the  economic  circumstances  of  the  family 

for  milk,  an  order  is  made  out  upon  a  local  farmer  or  purveyor  for  a  definite  amount 
of  milk  for  a  stated  period,  and  steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  the  milk  is  given  to 
the  child  for  whom  it  is  intended,  and  not  used  as  a  substitute  for  a  part  of  the  usual 
milk  supply  to  the  house. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  in  the  district 
during  the  year  under  review: — 

Home  Visits.— First  Visits,  243;  Re-Visits,  736. 

Ante-Natal.  —  Visits  to  expectant  mothers,  23. 

Other  Visits. — Special  Visits  to  older  children,  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  &c.,  9. 

Visits  to  cases  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  and  other  matters...  7. 

Reports  to  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  —  Re  Sanitary  Conditions...  1. 


Worsley  Child  Welfare  Centro, 


Number  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  year  ...  ...  ...  46 

Number  of  Individual  Children  attending — Under  ]  year  of  age  ...  56 

From  1  to  2  years  of  age...  19 

Over  2  years  of  age  ...  13 

Number  of  Attendances  by  Children  —  Under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  434 

From  1  to  2  years  of  age  ...  157 

Over  2  years  of  age  ...  ...  150 


Wafkden  Child  Welfare  Centre. 


Number  of  times  the  Centre  was  open  during  year  ...  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  Individual  Children  attending— Under  1  year  of  age  ...  168 

From  1  to  2  years  of  age...  43 
Over  2  years  of  age  ...  9 

Number  of  Attendances  by  Children  — Under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...1108 

From  1  to  2  years  of  age  ...  265 

Over  2  years  of  age  ...  ...  20 


County  Scheme  for  the  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis . 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  have  now  undertaken  the  provision  of  special 
treatment,  as  may  be  recommended  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officers  after 
consultation  with  the  Medical  Attendant,  in  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  occurring  in 
both  insured  and  non-insured  persons. 
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In  order  that  special  treatment  may  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  become  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  disease. 
This  information  is  secured  by:  — 

(1)  Early  notification  to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  cases 
known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  as  required  by  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912.  (By  arrangement,  particulars  of  all  noti¬ 
fications  are  furnished  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officers). 

(2)  Early  reference  of  doubtful  or  suspicious  cases  to  the  County  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officers,  who  supplement  their  clinical  examinations  by  sputum  tests, 
X-ray  examinations,  &c.,  as  may  be  required. 

The  County  Scheme  includes  the  home  visitation  of  all  notified  cases  by 
special  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors,  who  instruct  the  patient  as  to  the  precautions 
to  be  taken,  etc  ,  and  assist  the  Medical  Attendants  in  seeing  that  the  necessary 
routine  of  home  treatment  is  properly  carried  out  by  the  patients.  Thermometers, 
sputum  outfits,  etc.,  are  also  provided  as  required.  The  County  Tuberculosis 
Officers  are  available  for  consultation  both  as  regards  diagnosis  and  treatment.  For 
this  purpose  residents  in  the  area  of  the  Worsley  Urban  District  may  attend  (a)  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Moses  Gate,  Farnworth,  on  Tuesday  at  10-30  a.m.  or 
Friday  at  2  p.m.  ( h )  The  Dispensary  at  22,  Gilda  Brook  Road,  Eccles,  on 
Wednesday  evening  at  6-30,  and  Friday  at  10-30  a.m. 

In  addition  to  these  facilities  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officers  visit  patients 
at  their  homes  who  are  unable  or  unfit  to  attend  either  of  the  Dispensaries.  A  copy 
of  the  report  form  of  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  on  the  patient’s  environmental 
conditions  is  sent  to  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  order  to  secure  complete 
co-operation  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  prevent  overlapping  in  visiting. 

The  special  forms  of  treatment  provided  include  the  provision  of  treatment 
at  Sanatoria,  Hospitals  (Pulmonary,  Non-Pulmonary  and  Skin),  Dispensaries,  the 
provisiou  of  special  nourishment,  surgical  appliances,  loan  of  shelters,  etc.  In  close 
connection  with  the  County  scheme,  the  Farnworth  and  District  Care  Committee 
for  Consumptives  provides  assistance  in  necessitous  cases. 

At  the  end  of  1920  there  were  39  patients  under  various  forms  of  treatment 
mentioned  above  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  residing  in  the  Worsley  Urban  District 
area.  During  1920  Institutional  treatment  was  provided  by  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Committee  for  the  following  numbers  of  Patients: — Sanatorium,  8;  Pulmonary 
Hospital,  5;  Non-Pulmonary  (Surgical)  Hospital,  2;  Non-Pulmonary  (Skin),  4. 

In  addition  to  the  above  treatment,  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  and  Health 
Visitors  co-operated  during  the  year  with  local  Medical  Attendants  in  respect  of  the 
home  treatment  of  53  patients. 

33  cases  of  Phthisis  were  on  our  books  on  7th  February,  1921,  and  21  cases 
of  other  Tuberculous  diseases. 


TABLE  G 


Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1920. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WORSLEY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— R.  Sayers,  M.D.  Salary,  £110. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — James  Willcock. 

Salary,  £155 ;  Bonus,  £164/10/9. 
Assistant  Inspector  of  Nuisances — Walter  Allen. 

Salary,  £140;  Bonus,  £155/1/9. 


What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation  :  — For  Small-pox 
—  Joint  with  Swinton  and  Pendlebury  at  Linnyshaw  Moss.  For 
other  Infectious  Diseases — 6  beds  retained  at  Salford  Sanatorium. 
No.  of  Beds  available  for  your  District? — For  Small-pox,  18;  for 
other  Infectious  Diseases,  5. 

Disinfection.  Number  of  Houses  disinfected? — 154.  Method  (state 

disinfectant  used) — Formalide  and  Formalin  Spraying.  Are  Houses 
disinfected  after  (a)  Phthisis?— Yes;  ( b )  Measles? — Yes.  Apparatus 
used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.  (steam  or  otherwise)? — Steam. 
Number  of  Articles  disinfected? — 40.  Where  is  Apparatus  situated  ? 
— Mode  Wheel  Disinfecting  Station.  If  Apparatus  at  Hospital  is 
available  is  it  used  for  the  disinfection  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  of 
Patients  not  removed  to  the  Hospital?  — Yes,  if  required.  If  not, 
please  state  how  disinfection  of  Clothing,  &e.,  in  these  cases  is 
carried  out? — By  Formalin,  Gas  and  Liquid  (Spraying). 

Are  any  Diseases  notifiable  other  than  those  which  are  compulsorily 
notifiable  (for  instance  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Chicken 
Pox,  &c.)?  If  so,  what  are  they ? —  Chicken  Pox. 

Number  of  times  School  Closure  adopted  for  Measles? — One. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  Number  of  Specimens  examined :  Throat 
Swabs? — Three. 

Diptheria  Anti-Toxin  Order,  1910-  Is  a  supply  of  Anti-Toxin  kept  within 
the  district? — Yes. 

“The  Housing  Acts,  1890  to  1919.”  Has  your  Authority  determined  the 
procedure  to  be  adopted  for  the  inspection  of  your  District  as 
required  by  Article  I.  of  the  Regulations  of  2nd  Sept.,  1910? — Yes. 
Has  your  Authority  prepared,  as  required  by  Article  I.  (3)  a  list  of 
dwelling-houses,  the  “early  inspection  of  which  is,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  M.O.H.,  desirable?” —Yes.  Has  your  Authority  designated  an 
officer  to  undertake  the  special  inspection  of  houses  and  to  keep  the 
records  stipulated  by  Articles  (II.)  and  (III.)? — Yes.  What  officer 
has  been  so  designated? — Sanitary  Inspector.  Have  the  necessary 
books,  forms,  &c.,  for  keeping  the  required  records  been  obtained? 
—  Yes.  Are  these  kept  up-to-date? —Yes.  Action  taken  in  1920 
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under  the  Housing  Acts:  — (a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  specially 
inspected  during  1920  under  Sec.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909,  i.e .,  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  whether  any  dwelling-houses  are  unfit  for 
human  habitation? — 121.  Have  the  particulars  of  these  inspections, 
as  specified  in  Article  II.  (1)  to  (8),  and  Articles  III.  (I)  to  (8),  of 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  been  fully 
recorded? — Yes.  ( b )  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  under 
(a)  which  are  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation  at  date  of  notice? 
—  87.  ( c )  Number  of  Representations  to  Authority  with  a  view  to 

making  Closing  Orders? — None.  ( d )  Number  of  Closing  Orders 
made? — None.  ( e )  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  without  making  Closing  Orders? — 57,  others  in 
progress.  (/)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  put  into  a  fit  state  of 
habitation  after  making  Closing  Orders? — None.  (g)  Number  of 
Dwelling-houses  demolished? — None.  General  character  of  defects 
found  to  exist? — Roofs,  dampness,  plaster,  and  cleansing.  Total 
Number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  purposes  of  the  Housing 
Acts,  other  than  those  inspected  under  (a)  above.  (Not  including 
inspections  re  Nuisances,  &c.) — 240. 

If  your  Authority  has  a  Housing  Scheme,  state  what  stage  has  been 
reached  on  December  31st,  1920,  giving  information  under  the 
following  headings: — Number  of  Schemes  submitted,  3.  Number 
of  Layouts  submitted,  3;  approved,  3.  Number  of  Houses  included 
io  House  Plans  submitted,  325;  approved,  202.  Number  of  Houses 
on  which  work  has  commenced,  118;  completed,  none.  Number  of 
Houses  built  during  1920  by  private  enterprise,  none. 

Source  of  Water  Supply? — Bolton  and  Manchester  Corporations.  What 
is  its  condition?  — Good  Possibilities  of  contamination! — None. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where? — None. 

Are  Scavenging  and  Removal  cf  House  Refuse  carried  out  satisfactorily 
for  whole  of  district? — Yes.  How  performed  (state  whether  by 

Sanitary  Authority,  Contract,  or  Occupiers  of  Houses)? — Contract, 
mostly;  one  Ward  by  Council’s  own  men.  If  Privy  Middens  exist, 
are  they  emptied  by  day  or  night? — Day.  How  is  the  Refuse  dis¬ 

posed  of? — Tips.  Has  a  Destructor  been  provided? — No. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Method  of  Treatment? — Tanks  and  Broad 
Irrigation.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Drainage  System? — Separate 
Gravitation.  Action  taken — Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  &c.  ?— Flushing 
done  periodically.  Drains  tested  by  smoke  and  water. 

Canal  Boats:  Number  Inspected ?— 64.  Number  of  Infringements  of 

Acts? — 8. 


What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses? — Good. 

What  is  the  condition  of  Slaughter-houses? — Good.  Number  licensed? 
Has  a  Public  Abattoir  been  provided  ?  —  No. 

What  is  the  condition  of  Lodging-houses?  Number? — None. 

What  is  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools? — Good:  Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  and  W.C.’s. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — Are  they  periodically  inspected? — Yes. 
What  is  their  condition? — Fair  mostly.  Have  Regulations  been  made 
under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B  ? — Yes.  Are  they  enforced? — Yes. 

Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow?  ( a )  Where 
cows  are  habitually  grazed?  — 600.  (6)  Where  cows  are  not  habitually 
grazed? — 800.  Total  Number  of  Cowkeepers? —  Number  on 

Register? — 22.  Number  of  Inspections  during  year?— 48.  Total 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors  (other  than  Cowkeepers? — 2. 
Number  on  Register? — 2.  Any  arrangements  for  veterinary  inspection 
of  dairy  cows?— No.  Action  taken  (if  any)  as  to  tuberculosis  milk? — 
None. 

Inspection  of  Food — Amount  condemned  or  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption — [a)  Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts? — None. 
(b)  Diseases,  unsound,  or  unwholesome  meat  (other  than  above)? — 
None.  ( c )  Other  foodstuffs? — Fish  and  Meat,  Vegetables,  &c. 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  and  result? — None. 

Nuisances.  Number  of  Notices  served? — Informal,  211;  Statutory,  24. 
Number  of  Nuisances  abated? — 225.  Number  of  Legal  Proceedings 
taken  and  result? — None. 

Closets  and  Ashpits.  Privy  Middens: — Number  of  Middens?— 2071. 
Number  of  Closets  attached  to  these  Middens? — 2115.  Number  of 
Pail  Closets? — 6.  Fresh  Water  Closets? — 1381.  Waste  Water 

Closets? — 50.  Number  of  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens)? — 460. 
Number  of  Portable  Receptacles  for  refuse? — 1004.  Number  of 

Privy  Closets  converted  during  1920? — 'to  Fresh  W.C.’s,  10;  to 
Waste  W.C.’s,  none;  to  Pails,  &c.,  none.  Number  of  Pail  Closets 
converted  to  Fresh  W.C.’s? — None;  to  Waste  W.C.’s? — None. 
Number  of  Waste  W.C.’s  converted  to  Fresh  W.C.’s?— None.  Does 
Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion? — No.  What  kind 
of  closet  accommodation  is  being  provided  for  new  property? — Fresh 
Flush  W.C.’s. 

Smoke.  Number  of  Observations? — 20  (including  Railway  Locomotives. 
Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result? — None.  What  is 
the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  per  hour? — 
Seven  minutes. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted — 

“The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890”? — Yes. 

“The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890”? — Yes. 

“The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907”? — Yes. 

Has  a  Health  Visitor  been  appointed  by  the  Local  Council? — No.  Has 
any,  and  if  so  what,  action  been  taken  by  the  Council  respecting 
Child  Welfare  Work? — Yes;  but  by  County  Council  at  Walkden. 

Is  there  a  District  Nursing  Association  in  the  District? — Yes.  Two 
District  Nurses  employed. 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements  during  1920— By  Inspection  and  Notices 
complied  with  re  Insanitary  Dwellings. 

Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of  District — Conversion  of  Privy  Closets. 


15 


Walkden,  June,  1921. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Worsley  and  Swinton 
and  Pendlebury  Smallpox  Hospital. 


Gentlemen, 

The  Hospital  was  not  occupied  during  the  year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  truly, 


R.  SAYERS,  M.D. 
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Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual  Report 

For  Year  ending  December  31st,  1920. 


Inspector’s  Office,  Town  Hall, 

Walkden,  May,  1921. 

« 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Worsley 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  report  of  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary,  Ashpits  Emptying,  and  Inspection  of  Canal  Boats  during  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1920. 

The  following  'fables  give  the  particulars  of  much  useful  sanitary 
work,  and  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  insanitary  conditions  under 
the  provisions  of  the  various  Public  Health  Acts  and  Regulations  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 


TABLE  No.  1. 

No.  of  Houses  visited  and  sanitary  particulars  reported  upon  151 


,,  Letters  and  printed  notices  sent  to  abate  nuisances  ...  220 

,,  Downspouts  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  ...  24 

,,  Ashpits  built,  covered  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  Insanitary  dwellings  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  148 

,,  New  Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

,,  New  drains  provided  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Cases  before  Court  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

„  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  180 

„  Observations  of  Emission  of  Black  Smoke...  ...  20 

„  Rooms  Disinfected  after  infectious  sickness  ...  ...  140 

,,  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...-None  //• 

„  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 


Ashpit  Emptying. 

EMPTYING,  REMOVAL,  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  work,  with  the  exception  of  Worsley  Ward,  was  carried  out 
by  five  separate  contracts,  given  out  to  local  farmers,  and  refuse  removed 
to  the  Council’s  tips.  The  system  of  Contracting  by  farmers,  as  at 
present,  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  whole  of  the  cleansing  by  the 
Council’s  own  employees  and  transport,  was  discussed  at  different  periods, 
and  no  doubt  this  work  will  be  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  men  in 
the  coming  year. 
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The  total  number  of  houses  attended  to  is  given  in  the  Table 
attached,  shewing  the  number  attended  to  in  each  section. 

No.  of  r - No.  of  Houses  with - •, 


Name  of  Ward. 

Houses 

Water-closets 

Privies 

Dry  Ashpits 

Ashbins 

North  Ward 

•  • 

940 

...  282  ... 

668 

96 

200 

Central  Ward 

9  • 

829 

...  344  ... 

493 

160 

184 

East  Ward,  Sec. 

1 

450 

...  131  ... 

154 

15  ... 

127 

East  Ward,  Sec. 

2 

296 

...  149  ... 

312 

...  25  ... 

103 

Worsley 

•  , 

598 

...  391  ... 

208 

...  137  ... 

334 

Boothstown  ... 

•  • 

339 

...  84  ... 

255 

...  27  ... 

56 

3,452 

1,381 

2,801 

460 

1004 

Black  Smoke  Ahatementa 

Observations  have  been  taken  of  premises  during  the  year,  and 
reports  as  to  time  limit  exceeding  in  a  few  cases.  Interviews  with 
manufacturers  and  visits  to  boiler-houses  have  had  a  good  effect.  In 
some  the  poor  quality  of  fuel  has  again  been  the  suggestion  as  the  cause 
where  black  smoke  was  excessive.  No  doubt  that,  given  the  required 
amount  of  combustible  coal  and  care  in  stoking,  along  with  sufficient 
boiler  power,  is  probable  the  best  solution  to  combat  the  evils  of  black 
smoke  production  where  steam  is  required.  The  adoption  of  electric 
power  by  several  firms  in  recent  years  has  dispensed  with  steam  for 
driving  power,  and  a  great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  such  firms.  20  Observations  were  taken.  A  number 
of  Inspections  were  taken  of  the  locomotives  on  the  London  &  North- 
Western  Railway  and  reports  given  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  the 
Railway  Company,  wh  >  promised  to  give  attention  to  this  matter. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Acts,  1 899-191 5. 

The  number  of  Infectious  Cases  of  Sickness  notified  by  Medical 
Attendants  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920,  was  162,  and  of 
this  number  104  were  Scarlet  Fever,  13  Diphtheria  and  Croup,  3  Enteric 
Fever,  7  Erysipelas,  11  Chicken  Pox,  and  the  remainder  to  Pulmonary 
and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  Nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of 
Enteric  Fever  were  removed  to  Lad) well  Sanatorium  for  treatment. 

Each  house  was  visited  immediately  after  notification  and  all 
information  obtained  as  to  a  possible  origin  of  the  illness,  and  the  means 
available  in  the  house  for  isolation  of  the  patient  from  the  rest  of  the 
family.  Disinfectants  have  been  freely  supp'ied,  and  disinfections  carried 
out  and  cleansing  of  the  rooms  insisted  upon.  There  was  no  clear  case  of 
infection  from  one  peison  to  another. 

The  Schools  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  in  each  case  have 
been  sprayed  with  a  strong  solution  of  disinfectant.  The  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences,  all  of  which  are  on  the  fresh  water  flush  system,  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  extreme  cleanliness  insisted  upon.  Disinfectants 
have  been  regularly  supplied  to  all  the  Schools  in  the  district. 
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The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  cases  reported  during 
each  month  of  the  year. 


Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Nature  of 
Disease. 

1920 

January 

February  j 

March  j 

April 

May 

June 

A' 

3 

i 

|  August 

Sept’mb’r 

October 

Nov’mb’r 

Dec’mb’r  j 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria  . 

Typhoid  Fever... 

25 

4 

13 

5 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

7 

4 

1 

4 

2 

11 

2 

1 

8 

8 

1 

14 

2 

1 

104 

13 

3 

7 

Erysipelas . 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Croup  . 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

Chicken  Pox  .. . 

11 

11 

Totals . 

29 

14 

7 

7 

10 

5 

4 

2 

14 

8 

10 

28 

138 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909* 

Systematic  Inspections  and  Reports  to  Housing  Committee  Meeting 
each  month  or  as  occasion  required.  The  principal  noted  were  defective 
roofs  and  spouting  causing  dampness  to  walls  and  floors,  insufficient 
ventilation,  and  of  living  rooms  and  bedrooms  requiring  cleansing  and 
lime-washing.  121  have  been  specially  inspected,  and  in  87  of  these 
defects  were  found  which  rendered  the  houses  unfit  for  habitation. 
Notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  and  57  houses  were  put  into  a 
reasonable  sanitary  condition,  and  others  are  receiving  attention.  In  a 
number  of  cases  defects  and  renovations  were  carried  out  by  owners 
without  recourse  to  the  serving  of  notice*  240  houses  were  inspected 
during  the  year. 

Slaughter-houses . 

The  number  of  licensed  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  11,  and  although  not  being  so  much  in  use  as  before  or 
since  the  war  period  the  premises  have  been  maintained  in  good  repair, 
are  periodically  inspected  and  any  defects  found  made  good.  One  licence 
was  removed  after  a  lapse  of  several  years.  All  the  buildings  are 
substantially-built  brick  buildings. 

Dairies f  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order , 

The  number  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  21.  There  are  two  centres  in  the  district  from  which  the 
bulk  of  the  milk  is  distributed,  and  the  arrangements  at  the  places  are  on 
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modern  principles  for  dealing  with  large  supplies.  The  Cowsheds  have 
been  periodically  inspected,  and  with  two  exceptions,  which  are  under 
consideration,  were  found  satisfactory.  Cleansing  and  lime-washing  are 
strictly  insisted  upon. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Acts . 

The  number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  on  December  31st,  1920, 
was  74,  and  included  12  Spinning  and  Weaving,  11  Bakehouses,  9  Dress 
and  Mantle  Making,  6  Boot  and  Shoe  Repairing,  11  Joinery  and  Cabinet 
Making,  9  Paint  Mixing  and  Decorating,  1  Polish  Works,  1  Printing, 
3  Cycle  Repairing,  5  Blacksmith  and  Wheelwrights,  6  Tailoring.  The 
Factories  are  all  suppled  with  a  sufficient  number  of  Water-closets. 
There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILLCOCK, 

Certified  San.  Institute. 


Cana/  Boats  Acts ,  1877-1884. 


Annual  Report  to  Ministry  of  Health. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  above  Acts  and 
Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the  Urban  District  of  Worsley,  during  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1920.  The  boats  have  been  inspected  on  the  Bridge- 
water  Navigation  Canal,  which  passes  through  the  Worsley  District  for  a  length 
of  three  miles. 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  (64)  were  from  Manchester  and  Runcorn 
Registration  Authorities,  and  certificates  produced  showed  that  the  total  registration 
allowed  for  193  persons.  The  total  number  occupying  the  cabins  was  92,  and 
included  58  males,  32  females,  and  2  children.  No  case  of  overcrowding  came 
under  notice;  no  cases  of  Infectious  sickness  were  notified  and  the  general  health  of 
the  occupants  appeared  to  be  satisfactory.  No  complaints.  The  Cabins  were  found 
generally  clean,  well  ventilated,  and  water-tight. 

Six  infringements  of  the  Acts  and  regulations  came  under  notice  and  included: 
Cabins  requiring  general  repairs  and  painting  ...  4 

Cabins  requiring  cleaning  ,,  ,,  ...  2 

Notices  were  sent  to  the  owners  of  the  boats,  and  in  several  cases  the  occupants 
were  cautioned  as  to  cleanliness  and  better  attention  to  the  Cabins  generally.  The 
notices  were  all  complied  with. 

The  general  condition  of  boats  and  people  travelling  on  the  Canal  into  the 
Worsley  district  has  much  improved  in  recent  years. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

The  Secretary,  I.  HEALEY,  Clerk. 

Ministry  of  Health, 

Whitehall,  S.W.I. 
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